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Shielding officers’ identities would be an injustice for
victims of police abuse

February 24

The Feb. 21 editorial “Virginia police, behind masks” was on target, but it did not note one particularly perverse

consequence of the proposed legislation to hide the identities of Virginia law enforcement officers.

Aggrieved people seeking redress from police abuse must file suit within a statutory period of limitations; in
Virginia, that limit is two years. As a civil rights lawyer, I have had numerous victims come to me at the last moment,
having been unable to identify counsel willing to take their cases, subject as they are to potent legal defenses
available to public officials only. If they lack the offending officer’s name and time does not suffice to obtain it, they
may end up without a remedy. A lawsuit filed against “John Doe” or “Jane Doe” may be insufficient to protect a claim
against the subsequent expiration of the period of limitations. If the offending officer’s or officers’ names are
unascertainable, the result is either the failure of righteous claims that would have vindicated public as well as
private interests, or the unnecessary and costly involvement of the employing county or city in preliminary litigation

aimed principally at getting the alleged offenders’ names.

Victor M. Glasberg, Alexandria
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The best African American figure skater in history is
now bankrupt and living in a trailer

Debi Thomas graduated Stanford and became a surgeon before her
downward spiral began

‘Worst serial Killer in history,” who fed prostitutes to
pigs, sparks rage by publishing book

“He’s taunting us — the victims’ families," said the brother of a woman
slain by Pickton.

5 teens cleared of Brooklyn gang rape charges, as
prosecutors say woman’s father committed incest



In a bizarre twist to a high-profile case, the 18-year-old woman recanted
her rape allegation and admitted to having consensual sex with her own
father and several of the teens.



