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April 6, 1943

The Honorable John Collier
Comminsioner, 0ffice of Indian Affaire
U. 8. Depurtament of the Interior
Washington, 0. 0,

Deur Bir:

I bave before me your letter of March 19 to Dr. I. C. Riggin,
8tete Heulth Commimsloner, in reference tov a letter addressed by me %o
ilra. Ruth Rogers Garrett, requesting further informstion as to her
classification ap Indjan on the birth certifieste of her child.

Her consort, Jasper Thomas Garrett, sged 23, & member of the
Navy force, called me up on the phone from Norfolk in an excited frame of
mind bsguuse of our routine checking up on the mosuracy of a record.

Hundreds of negroids are now attempting to resglster births ss
*Indian,® with the ultimste purpose of passing over and merrying into the
white race. MNost of these are of Virginils stock, but quite a nuaber are
from border 8tstess, so-culled Melungeons froa Newman's Ridge, Hancock Coumty,
Tennessee, and Horth Carolina mixed breeds aaross our southern horder who
designate themselves as Indians und occasionslly ns Cherokees, We recognize
the term "Cherokea® as indicating corrsgtly the group of true Indians in
western North Carolina. We ars insistent, however, that evidence be fur-
nished us as to facts, in thias cass such as & birth gertificets of the
claimunt or a statement froam tha Chief of the Tribe, giving nawes of her
parants and the fect that they ure members of that group and not of the
mixed breeds described by the Burecu of Ethnology, under the title "Croatens,®
&8 4 composite negro group (Bulletin 30).

In our phone conversation, Mr. Garrett stuted thut he dld pot
marry this seventoen yeur old girl st her home but in Qeorgla. The laws of _
both North Caroline and Georgla, &s well e Virginie, forbid the intermarriuge
of whites and Indiéns, the Georgle luw specifying sven if there is any ascer-
tuinable degrees of Indiun blood snd declares such surriage void. He should
tell how he secured & maryiage ligense, and for & female 3o young. BHe
declined to give eny further information. Your lettsr likewise gives no
facts, only & ganeralized statement.

I bad no thought of the "several hundred thousund Indian citisens*

reforred to Wy you, but am intensely interested in the groups of negroid
pseudo-Indians now rying to ragimter births elther as Indians or a® white.
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The Honorable John Collisr, #2 April 6, 1943

The Virginie reclal integrity act of 1924 definitely places upon the Bureau
of Vital Statistics the responsibility of correctly classifying racially the
population of the State in vitel statistics records. Fortunately, we have
in our office Miss Bva Kelley, who has devoted years of study to this problem
and has developed into a racial genealoglesl expert never equalled. She hes
truced practically all of the families of our so-called "Indian® groupe back
to the 1830 U. 8, Cenpus. 4 negro man, Carter (. Woodson, Phs D., wae per-
mitted to list by counties the free negro heads of families found in the U, 8.
Gennus of 1830, in & book entitled, "Free Negro Heads of Families in the
United Btates in 1830," published by The Assoclation for the Study of Negro
Life and History, Inc., Washington, D. Cs This list contains the names of the
frasnsgro progenitors.of their descendants who began about fifty years ago
to make orguniszed effort to secure recognition ss “Indiens." Thelr efforte
bave recently grown more intense due to the grest demand for birth gertificates
in connection with the war, Recently two Caroline Gownbty negroes were sen-
genced 1o the Federsl Court *o two yesrs in piison because they refused to
enroll with the draft board other than as Indians. One or two more of this
pame group from Essex County are swaiting trial. These are listed as free
negroes in the 1830 Census and on down through census, Btate, and loeal
records ag free negroes or mulattows, end as uegroep or colored since the
ml'.: of the War Between the States. Until recently they are nowhere listed
88 Indians. 4241 ok 1

__After the Wer Between the Btabtes, the U 84 am of ocoupation listed
the voters of the Stute by whites and negroess The ancestors of our present
"Indlans® warched up sné joyfully listed themselves as negroes. Those lists,

signed by Army officers, are in our Btate Library, sud presumsbly in Washington i

slso, Miss Kelley makes constent use of them in her studies.

Rece can be established by genealogicel mholu'enly, through
laborious research work, not by proclemation. -

 Before the taking of the 1940 Gensus, & trained representative of
the U, 8, Bureau of the Censue spent several daye in our office and was shown
by Miss hnay the raeial pedigree of practicully all of our pseudo-Indians,
family by family, baok to the free negro list of the 1830 Qensus, and in gome
cupes, through Btute tax liste by color, even further, She has the line of
 descent of perhaps the largest of these families back to the Revolutionary
War. The census enumerators were furnished liste of these families and

instructed to 1list them &e they had been classified in > |
kit ey tias aeit ) ‘ _ oarly deys when their

 Mulatto slaves were evidently freed 200 to 250 years ago and dually
forued hto groups, et times abeorbing the trace of Indien nm? ptill gznﬁng.
(See Howe's History, 1845, snd King Williew petition, 1843). I invite your
attentlon to the historical summary ebstracted on the small sheet which we
paste back of birth certiricates false as to race, On the back of it Mise
 Kellwy truces the line of descent back to the founders of the families, Race
. does not chunge and no legerdemain, proclamstion, or legal decision can alter
bioclogicel facts. & o

; Would it not be in order for the Office of Indian Affairs to check
up vﬁh‘}ﬁrma of Ethunology and the Census as to the racisl composition of








